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K9 Kelly

Submitted by: Elaine Sawtell

Back intheearly nineties, the
prerequisitefor aFEMA disaster
search caninewas at least ayear’s
experience asan operational
wildernesssearchdog.

Oneof theteamsNETF1 was
fortunateto recruit wasVickie
Sentersand K9 Kelly, members
of Missouri Search & Rescue
K9, South Region. They brought
awedlth of experiencein
wilderness, cadaver (land and
water), and evidence search.
Kdlywasaclassc, multi-
purpose wilderness search dog -
with the heart for thejob.
Vickiewasthetype of handler
with quiet confidencein her dog
and thewillingnessand ability to completethemission.
They begantrainingwithNETF1 for disaster searchin
1993 and attended the Canine Search Specidist
School in Camp Atterbury, IN, in October 1994.

Vickieand Kelly deployed twicewith NETF1; first
to Hurricane Opal in 1995, and to the DeBruce Grain
Elevator explosionin 1998, wherethey worked long
hoursinthetunnelsand surrounding fiel ds.

Digtanceand family commitmentsforcehard
choicesfor all of us. Vickieand Kelly retired from
NETF1in1998. However, Vickie continuesto bean
asset to our task force, dwayswillingtobeavictim,
carefor ateammate’ sdog on amoment’snotice, listen
tofrustrationswith the system or giveaword of
encouragement when needed.

In February of thisyear, asVickieand | watched
our canine partnersgrow old together, we decided to
visit the OklahomaCity National Memorial. Itwasthe
firstvigtfor bothof us. Kelly, 15yearsold, and Ditto,
amost 13, were accorded VIPtreatment by the
Memoria staff and the 5-star hotel wherewe stayed.
Both old girls seemed to enjoy the attention and
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respect they received from
visitors, museum personne and
the hotdl staff. Itwasa
bittersweet tripfor us.
15yearsisagood long lifefor
adog. It'sabigchunk of a
person’'slifetoo. Kidsgrow up,
get married, grandkids come; and
throughital, your canine partner
isthere. Instantly alert whena
midnight phonecal bringsout the
search gear, ready to gowith you
to do the chores, waiting patiently
when agrandchild'sball game
replacesawalk inthefield.
Over theyears, Dittoand Kelly
did many searchestogether,
wilderness, water, cadaver,
evidence. InMarchandApril of
2003, they worked sideby sideona
high profile, 11-year-old murder case.
Soitisfitting they weretogether ontheir last search.
May 4, 2003, the Pierce City, MO, tornado.
Although unspoken, Vickieand | both knew thetime
had comefor retirement. Thoughtheir heartsstill beat
for themission, it wastimefor young, strong dogsto do
thejob.

Vickie, Kelly and | weretogether at theend. Yes,
15yearsisalong time. But looking back, it seemslike
only yesterday when we began thisjourney.

(More pictures on Page 2.)




2 September 2004 NE-TF1 Canine Bulletin

S HQ(Y\II Submit

ltems for the
Canine
Bulletin

Mail, E-mail, or Fax itemsto:
JulieMcGahan
LincolnFire& Rescue
1801“Q" Street
Lincoln, NE 68508
jmegahan@ci.lincoln.ne.us
Fax: 441-8292
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= Jaimie Merryman
“rescued”, NETF1 pretest 2002 - £ 5435 N.W. Ist St
Lincoln, NE 68521
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Buried for 2 hours, victim Vickieis 3 '\g'i!"

New Sign in Springfield

Submitted by: Elaine Sawtell

Onceagain, Conco Quarrieshasimproved our Springfield
training site. Inadditionto expansion of our rubblepile, anew
sign hasbeen erected i dentifying who we areand our mission.
Thank you, Conco!




